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Deploy 1 or a 1000 Hosts. Same Effort. 



LOSE THE LOCAL DISK 



IDENTICAL AND CONSISTENT HOSTS 



SIMPLE UPGRADES – JUST REBOOT 



• PXE boot the target server. 

• ESXi is installed into memory over the 
network. 

• The ESXi host will then be added into your 
vCenter and enters maintenance mode. 

• The ESXi host will then have a Host Profile 
applied to it for customizations. 

• Auto Deploy registers virtual machines that 
were on the host. 

 

Basic Workflow 



Step 1. File->Deploy Template 

 

Download OVA from: http://labs.vmware.com/flings/vmware-auto-deploy 



Step 2. Enter Static IP Information 

 



Step 3: Done! Login as vi-admin 

 



Step 4. Enable DHCP 

sudo deploy-cmd dhcpconfig 



TIP: Modifying Default DHCP File 

• Reads -> /etc/dhcpd.conf.template  

• Writes -> /etc/dhcpd.conf 

• By default DHCP range is on same subnet as 
static IP address assigned to the appliance. 
edit /etc/dhcpd.conf.template to change this. 

• sudo vi /etc/dhcpd.conf.template 

• Then remake /etc/dhcpd.conf with sudo 
deploy-cmd dhcpconfig 



Optional: Pre-Populate Static IPs For 
ESXi Hosts 

 

 

 



Step 5: Create Host Profile in vCenter 

Set a Default Password 

NOTE!- Host profiles must be fully specified and cannot include 
settings that prompt the user for information.  



Step 6. Add vCenter for Appliance  



Set Default vCenter for ESXi Host 



Set Profile To Use Created in vCenter 

Name of Profile 



Add Reverse Lookup or ESXi host 
will register in vCenter by IP  

See /var/log/deploy. 

TIP: Add DNS Reverse Lookup! 



TIP: Change SSL Setting so ESXi Will 
Join to vCenter on Reboot 



FINALLY! Turn on Host. Watch PXE 



Examine Host Status 



/var/log/messages – DHCP messages, general 
system information 

 /var/log/deploy – Logging from the deploy‐cmd 
commands and CGI scripts 

 /var/log/httpd (Apache) – Web server logs 

vCenter Server logs – Use Administration > 
Export System Logs in the vSphere Client. 

/var/core – ESXi 

DEBUGGING 



EXTENSIBLE! 

vibddi – Swiss Army Knife 



DISADVANTAGE #1 

vCenter Required 

Host Profiles = Enterprise Plus 



DISADVANTAGE #2 

COMMAND LINE ONLY 



DISADVANTAGE #3 

VMware FLINGS aren’t officially supported, but may appear in future ESX releases. 



DISADVANTAGE #4 

   4.1 Host Profiles Cover 

            99.9% 

That Last .1% Missing Can Hurt 
          ( Jumbo Frames  etc. ) 



Getting More Information 

See the VMware Auto Deploy  
    Administrator’s  Guide 



Evaluate Stateless ESXi Today To Prepare 



Thanks! 
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